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June 7, 2020 
Sermon Manuscript 
 

On Black Lives Matter (Genesis 1:1-2:3) 
This morning we celebrate Trinity Sunday.  The Sunday following Pentecost is always appointed 

as Trinity Sunday, because as we progress through God’s unfolding of salvation with the Church 
Calendar each year it is only after the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost that the reality of the Trinity was fully 
revealed: that we worship one God in three persons.  So this morning I may talk about the Trinity here 
and there, but more importantly I want to address the epidemic.  No, I’m not talking about COVID-19, but 
about the much older epidemic of racism in America - both personal & systemic - that has come to the 
forefront again. 

As I’m sure all of you know, for the past two weeks there have been protests all over the nation 
and even the globe, sparked by dismay at the murder of George Floyd, which itself came on the heels of 
the slayings of Ahmaud Arbery (2/23/20) and Breona Taylor (3/13/20) earlier in the spring.  These 
protests, which have now occurred in more than 700 cities and towns in the United States alone, have 
been organized to proclaim that every life is equally valuable regardless of skin color and to plea for 
justice & reform.  And this reality of people of all colors and classes and political parties coming together 
in this manner challenges us as individual Christians and corporately as the Church to re-examine how 
we think about these issues and to consider how or whether to respond to this movement ourselves. 
This week I was blessed to watch a roundtable discussion among ACNA clergy about “Race, Justice, 
and Social Unrest”,  which I commend to you and will draw from at times in what I have to say.  In the 1

words that follow, which are heavily footnoted on the manuscript, I want to give you an opportunity to 
take a break from sorting through all of this primarily through social media or secular new intake, and 
instead to consider these matters in light of God’s word and within the context of the body of Christ, 
though it remains virtual for now.  ## 

 
The Biblical Basis for Black Lives Matter 

While everyone who’s been participating in the Black Lives Matters protests and advocating for 
racial reform in recent days is not a believer - not even close to everyone - I want to begin by reminding 
us all that the origin of this idea that every person is equally valuable - where that belief comes from is 
our Holy Scriptures, the Bible.  Our gospel passage today from Matthew 28 recounts Jesus 
commissioning his disciples to take the good news of salvation to all nations - and the Greek word for 
‘nations’ there is literally ‘ethnos’, where we get the word ‘ethnicities’ - as JEsus makes clear that every 
human is equally worthy of the salvation of His Kingdom.  And then the final book of the Bible, 
Revelation, emphasizes how the Kingdom of God will one day be revealed as comprising every nation, 
tribe, people, and language (7:9).  But the notion of every life mattering can actually be traced all the way 
to the beginning of the Bible, to Genesis 1.  Now this passage was likely appointed for us to read today 
because of its mysterious mention of “us” in 1:26.  Historically, many in the Church have thought that to 
be the first mention of the trinity, though it more likely refers to the council of the gods mentioned 
elsewhere in the Old Testament (but I digress).  And we could certainly have a vigorous and healthy 
debate about how to understand the genre and historicity of early Genesis and what particular means 
God used in bringing all of creation about and culminating in his beloved humankind.  But one intention 
of Genesis 1 that all believers can agree on is it establishes God as the Creator, as the wellspring from 
whom everything that exists has sprung.  And because God made all of creation, He loves it all, and this 
gives all of creation an inherent worth.   
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qj8SYy4jPFA&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR2vukWVGBZyrOAaxtswpClhMDP81UQM3Ah
nJipchnYXHMOc-tbUjSoXxPc 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qj8SYy4jPFA&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR2vukWVGBZyrOAaxtswpClhMDP81UQM3AhnJipchnYXHMOc-tbUjSoXxPc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qj8SYy4jPFA&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR2vukWVGBZyrOAaxtswpClhMDP81UQM3AhnJipchnYXHMOc-tbUjSoXxPc
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In fact, when theologians have considered why God decided to create in the first place, they have 

often concluded that it was from an overflow of His love.   Certainly God had no need to create, He’s 2

never been in need of anything.  But it has been said that the love between the persons of the Trinity was 
so perfect and abundant that God wanted to share that love beyond Himself.  Therefore, it was from an 
overflow of God’s love that God created, and humankind was His crowning achievement.  Six times 
during the first six days of the creation narrative, God calls what He has created ‘good’.  But after He had 
created humankind, in verse 31 He calls creation “very good”.  And as the only creatures God made in 
His image and after his likeness (1:26), this is the bedrock reason that every human being “matters” and 
is worthy of being treated with an equal level of dignity and value.  # 
 
The Legacy of Racial Inequality in America 

But as Christians in America, we have to grapple with the reality that in the history of our country 
and even some of its success has resulted from a rejection of this truth.  And as painful as that is, we can 
no longer continue to ignore it.   

As many of you know, as much as the U.S. Constitution is hailed as a grand document, upon its 
drafting in 1787 it not only propped up the enslavement of black people, but it infamously counted slaves 
as three-fifths of a person.   And that they were counted as persons at all was ironically something the 3

Southern States advocated for in order to increase their states’ representation, but rest assured that the 
slaves and their interests were not represented.  And it wasn’t until almost 100 years later, after the Civil 
War, that the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments combined to correct this lawful devaluing, while also 
abolishing slavery and giving black males the right to vote.  Women, of course, were not given the right 
to vote until the early 20th century,  but we’ll have to leave that subject for another day.  But in the 18th 4

and 19th centuries, there were Churches of all stripes perpetuating racism and segregation through the 
misuse of scripture, such as the proof-texting of Paul’s writings on slavery and the Curse of Ham heresy 
we talked about in January.   And yet, as has been proven once again in recent weeks, ascribing different 5

levels of dignity or worth to a person or harboring assumptions about a person based on the color of 
their skin remains an epidemic in America both in the hearts of us as individuals and systemically in our 
law codes.  Even after the 13th to 15th Amendments were passed, in many states - like where I’m from in 
Alabama - Jim Crow laws were created to diminish the effects of the amendments and to maintain the 
prewar racial hierarchy, by creating legalized segregation for the next 100 years.  In fact, it wasn’t until 
the 1960s that the Jim Crow era officially ended, with the passage of the Voting Rights and Fair Housing 
acts.  Because up until then, since the 1930s, the practice of redlining was official government policy. 
The Federal Housing Administration created maps where anywhere that African-Americans lived or lived 
near was colored red to indicate that it was unsafe to insure mortgages there.    And this was later 6

adopted by the VA, so that in the housing boom of the 1950s, as white America began building wealth in 
the suburbs, Black people were deliberately shut out.    7

2 Augustine, Aquinas, etc. 
3 Article 1, Section 2.  
4 With the 19th Amendment passed by Congress on June 4, 1919, and ratified on August 18, 1920. 
5 Sermon on 1/26/20 https://www.saintmatthiasoakdale.com/rwanda-sermon-series 
6 “The term ‘redlining’ ... comes from the development by the New Deal, by the federal government of maps of every 
metropolitan area in the country. And those maps were color-coded by first the Home Owners Loan Corp. and then the Federal 
Housing Administration and then adopted by the Veterans Administration, and these color codes were designed to indicate 
where it was safe to insure mortgages. And anywhere where African-Americans lived, anywhere where African-Americans lived 
nearby were colored red to indicate to appraisers that these neighborhoods were too risky to insure mortgages.” 
https://www.npr.org/2017/05/03/526655831/a-forgotten-history-of-how-the-u-s-government-segregated-america 
7 “The Federal Housing Administration's justification was that if African-Americans bought homes in these suburbs, or even if 
they bought homes near these suburbs, the property values of the homes they were insuring, the white homes they were 
insuring, would decline. And therefore their loans would be at risk. There was no basis for this claim on the part of the Federal 
Housing Administration. In fact, when African-Americans tried to buy homes in all-white neighborhoods or in mostly white 
neighborhoods, property values rose because African-Americans were more willing to pay more for properties than whites 

https://www.saintmatthiasoakdale.com/rwanda-sermon-series
https://www.npr.org/2017/05/03/526655831/a-forgotten-history-of-how-the-u-s-government-segregated-america
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And even after slavery was abolished in 1865, the 13th Amendment included a loophole that still 

allowed slavery “as punishment for a crime”.  And states throughout the south began drafting laws now 
known as “Black Codes” that were designed to lead to the arrest of Black people, who were then put 
back to work - and sometimes even in former plantations that were converted into prisons (e.g. Angola in 
Louisiana) - in conditions historians have called “worse than slavery.”   And the legacy of these black 8

codes continues to be reflected in the mass incarceration of black people in prisons today.  In America, 
we lock people up at a higher rate than any other country in the world, even though studies have shown 
that mass incarceration doesn’t make our communities any safer.   Meanwhile, the racial bias within our 9

prison system is undeniable.  For example, even though African Americans and whites have been shown 
to use illicit drugs at similar rates, the imprisonment rate of African Americans for drug charges is almost 
6 times that of whites,  while the for-profit, private prison industry rakes in approximately $5 billion per 10

year.    11

So, suffice it to say our country has never truly reckoned with the legacy of slavery that continues 
in systemic racial inequality and police brutality toward minorities.  And this isn’t to say all police are bad 
or that we could live without police.  But we dishonor the police - just like I’ve said that someone 
dishonors their parents actually violates the 5th commandment if the parent asks them to do something 
they know is wrong and they still obey; that actually dishonors our parents - and it similarly dishonors our 
police if we as Christians do not hold them (Ass an institution) accountable for the fact that black people 
are 3.5 times more likely to be killed when they are not attacking or have a weapon.  And that’s a statistic 
that police departments across 16 states have agreed with, and the statistic is the same whether the 
officer is white or black.  And all of this can only be an indication that the color of the black bodies has 
become weaponized and a source of fear in many people’s hearts & minds.    12

 
Becoming Part of the Solution 

But because the scriptures and the teachings of christian orthodoxy have been clear that every life 
has worth, as Christians we must maintain that this is not a left-right partisan issue.  I’m not saying there 
aren’t politicians and media organizations across the spectrum who are making it into that.  Do certain 
politicians and the different parties perpetuate racial inequality in unique and distinct ways?  Yes.  And 
some perhaps more than others?  Sure.  But we mustn’t allow these voices to divide us on the question 
of whether black lives matter as much as other lives.  As Canon Esau McCaulley said on the roundtable, 
this is a Kingdom of God issue, not a partisan issue.   

And the challenge before us as Christians is to ensure we are not perpetuating any prejudice or 
racial oppression either through our words or our actions or even passively through cowardice or 
unintentionally through ignorance.  This is why we must make ourselves accountable to others that we 
are not being a part of the problem but of the solution.  And to do that, as Bishop Hobby said, we must 
first of all become willing to listen to the experiences of minorities without defensiveness or recrimination. 
By definition, privilege means that we have not had to experience things others have.  And I know I have 
lived a privilege life in many, many ways.  So the only way to learn is to listen first.  So this is why I’ve 
invited our parish into an exercise of listening, by reading the memoir of Ta-Nehisi Coates, who offers 

were, simply because their housing supply was so restricted and they had so many fewer choices. So the rationale that the 
Federal Housing Administration used was never based on any kind of study. It was never based on any reality. ”   ibid. 
8 https://eji.org/news/history-racial-injustice-prison-labor/ 
9 https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/12/21/opinion/first-step-american-incarceration.html 
10 African Americans represent 12.5% of illicit drug users, but 29% of those arrested for drug offenses and 33% of those 
incarcerated in state facilities for drug offenses https://www.naacp.org/criminal-justice-fact-sheet/ 
11 Matt Taibbi (2014). The Divide: American Injustice in the Age of the Wealth Gap. Spiegel & Grau. ISBN 081299342X pp. 
214-216. 
12 https://www.lawfareblog.com/lawfare-podcast-rashawn-ray-police-violence 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/12/21/opinion/first-step-american-incarceration.html
https://www.naacp.org/criminal-justice-fact-sheet/
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some perspective I would imagine many of us have never even considered before.   {And there is still 13

room to sign up, by the way.  Both groups are almost full, but sign up on the waiting list and we’ll make a 
third group at a time that works for people!}  It’s very easy for me to tell myself “I’m not a racist” or 
enabling racism if I’m never willing to truly listen with compassion and curiosity to someone different 
from me telling about their experience.   

And another way we can seek to be not part of the problem but the solution is by speaking up. 
And this may be in interpersonal conversations.  But there also comes a time where if there are rights we 
can exercise for the benefit of others, we need to use them.  And this is the reason why I participated in 
the “Black Lives Matter” and “I Can’t Breathe” protest that was held in Oakdale this week.  Now, I 
understand that there are a variety of concerns about these protests, and some of you could even be 
alarmed that I participated for a variety of reasons, so I want to take what rest of my time to address a 
few of those potential concerns.   
 
Concern about Associating with ‘Black Lives Matter’ 

One reservation some Christians have voiced is about associating themselves with the phrase 
itself “Black Lives Matter”.  And for some this is there is an organization by that name with a platform that 
includes some causes that are unbiblical.  But as Canon Esau McCaulley said in the roundtable: saying 
that phrase doesn’t tie you to the organization.  He pointed out that if we found the website of an 
organization called “Jesus Loves You” that affirmed a dozen other things we disagree with, we wouldn’t 
stop using the phrase “Jesus love you”.  And the same goes for “Black Lives Matter” - beyond any 
organization, it is a statement of black worth, which every Christian should feel free and eager to affirm.  14

Indeed, Deacon Kimberley Deckel  emphasized the importance of being willing to use that phrase in 15

solidarity with those who are being oppressed and crying out.  
Bishop Hobby observed that all through the Old Testament - in the prophets, etc - the idea of 

justice was primarily about caring for the vulnerable.  In Israel, the king’s job was to take care of widows, 
orphans, and strangers, who were the most oppressed in those days.  And almost every time the 
prophets reveal God is upset with Israel  through the prophets, He talks about how they're failing to care 
for the vulnerable.  And so, why should our priorities be any different in the Kingdom of God that Jesus 
invites us into? 

 
Concern about Disrespecting Police 

However, others may be uncomfortable with this phrase because it has been unhelpfully framed 
by some as anti-police.  And yet, how could it ever be anti-police - whose oath is to protect and serve all 
members of a community - to simply affirm the worth of a group of human beings.  As I said before, to do 
so and to call police departments and unions to account for the instances of brutality that we continue to 
witness during these protests should be viewed, from the perspective of a believer, as a means of 
honoring them.  And to get caught up in a debate about whether to “Black Lives Matter” is a distraction, 
that all too often provides a rationale and cover for not speaking up.  And the same goes for the debates 
about Colin Kaepernick, the national anthem, and Confederate statues. What all of these debates have in 
common is they are purely symbolic, which means that so long as we are preoccupied with them 
ensures that we will be doing nothing to contribute to the love of neighbor.  #  

 
Concern about Disrespecting America or the Military 

13 If our ideas on race in America are informed primarily by CNN or Fox News, or by social media echo-chambers, or what we 
learned from our upbringing, there’s a pretty good chance we are going to have some significant blind spots in this area, which 
would make self-examination rather fruitless. 
14 This is why, as McCaulley noted, there are black Christians all over America who are saying that phrase, but who do not 
affirm everything that organization affirms. 
15 Kimberly Deckel: Associate Pastor of All Souls, Phoenix, AZ; Member of the Leadership Team at The Surge Network 
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Another tempting distraction is the conflation of rioting and looting with protesting or with each 

other.  But we’ve just gotta have more nuance than that.  Though I would suggest we might have 
compassion toward protesters who turn to rioting - can we have compassion toward it without 
condoning it? - because like Canon McCaulley explained: riots are actually a symptom of systemic 
racism - a sign that it is present - because they reflect hopelessness; they reflect someone coming to 
believe there are no other ways forward than physically asserting their will, and so they turn to 
lawlessness.  And just because there are looters who take advantage of a riot, again we should not 
condone it and if we are in a position to stop it we should, but to focus on the loss or theft of material 
possessions more than the human beings crying out for help, is exactly what the enemy would have us 
do, because notice how it reverse the priorities of Genesis 1: it’s to treat the things of creation, which 
don’t bear the image of God, as ‘very good’ but humans just as ‘good’.   

So we have to guard against becoming distracted away from what matters most by what should 
matter less.  Or as another panelist said: We need to ask ourselves, “what might I be opposed to for the 
wrong reasons?”  And when we discover such things, which we all will from time to time, we must repent 
and ask the Holy Spirit to change our hearts.   As followers of Jesus, we are called to lives as if our fellow 
human beings are worth more than property, more than our convenience, and even more than always 
maintaining our complete health and safety.   

 
Concern about COVID-19 

And this point is relevant to a final concern that some of you may be thinking about, which is the 
reality of protesting during the time of the Coronavirus.  There is still a viral pandemic out there, after all. 
And it was mentioned at the roundtable that a leader of a protest in Athens, GA has tested positive for 
COVID-19.  So it may seem a bit contradictory or even hypocritical for a Church leader like me to 
participate in a public protest, when next week we’re going to start having public service where we seem 
to have stopped just short of requiring a hazmat suit to attend. ;)   
  Even with a mask on, going to that protest absolutely put me at greater risk than if I hadn’t done it 
at all.  But I decided to do it because of love of neighbor and because of what is at stake for others.  And 
McCaulley said it pretty frankly on the roundtable; he said, “people are gonna die because of these 
protests.”  But he also noted that if you removed the Church from these protests, there would be a lot 
more rioting.  And this resonated for me because a lot of these people aren’t believers and at 
Wednesday’s protest I found myself praying and even starting chants exhorting the protestors to not be 
provoked to violence and to remain within the boundaries set by the authorities.   
 
Conclusion 

Ultimately it’s between us and the Lord if and when and how we choose to speak up.  But when it 
comes to the risk involved, whether it’s physical or social or familial, if we are never willing to put our own 
well-being at risk for the sake of others, we’re probably going to find ourselves complicit in a fair amount 
of injustice when Jesus lists our sins on Judgment Day.  I know we are all grateful that Jesus was willing 
to risk his well-being for us.  But he taught that if anyone wants to be His disciples we must take up our 
cross and follow the way He trod.  “For whoever wants to save their life will lose it,” he said, “but 
whoever loses their life for me will find it.”  16

Amen.   
 
 

16 Mt 16:24ff, Also Lk 9:23ff and Mk 8:34ff 


