
Friday,   September   20  
9/20   A.L.I.   update   from   Fr   John...  

Yesterday   we   had   an   afternoon   outing   to   Lucy   Vincent   Beach,   which   is   the   Martha's   Vineyard   beach   that  
most   resembles   a   pacific   coast   beach   because   of   its   cliff   &   rock   formations   and   its   larger   surf,   as   if   faces  
the   Atlantic   Ocean.   (pics   below)  

After   the   beach   we   went   to   Chilmark   Chocolates,   which   is   supposedly   famous,   but   I'd   never   heard   of   it.  
vineyardgazette.com/tags/chilmark-chocolates    And   apparently   they   will   close   this   year   after   33   years,   so   I  
cross   that   off   my   non-existent   bucket   list.   As   to   whether   their   chocolates   are   any   good,   I'll   let   Amanda   be  
the   judge   of   that   about   a   week   from   now.  

Today's   Morning   Prayer   was   led   by   Rev.   Greg   Smith.   He   and   Rev  
David   Thurlow   are   both   from   the   Diocese   of   South   Carolina   and   were  
late   additions   when   two   scheduled   participants   from   Sudan   and   India  
were   unable   to   secure   their   visas.   Greg   utilized   a   liturgy   I'd   never  
encountered   for   morning   prayer   that   was   put   out   by   something   called  
Next   Step   Discipleship,   but   it   included   a   litany   I   really   liked   (see  
below).  

This   morning   we   welcomed   a   new   speaker(s),   Bp   Ken  
Clarke   (nicknamed   "Fanta")   from   the   Church   of   Ireland  
and   his   wife   Helen.   He   is   actually   in   retirement   and   he   &  
his   wife   attend   the   parish   where   ALI   participant   Carlton  
serves,   but   has   apparently   spoken   a   quite   a   few   of   the   8  
ALIs   that   have   been   held.   Bp   Clarke   is   quite   the   funny  
guy!   Participant   Vicente   had   to   leave   today   for   the  
Synod   (provincial   assembly)   of   the   Province   of   South  
Africa   (Mozambique   and   a   few   other   small   countries   are  
part   of   the   South   African   province).   Anyway,   Bp   Clarke  
claimed   there   is   actually   one   verse   in   the   Bible   about  
Synods:   Acts   19:32   -   I'll   let   you   look   that   one   up   for  
yourself   for   a   good   chuckle.   😂  

His   talk   was   on   Why   Leadership   Matters,   in   which   he   noted   that   some   suggest   is   a   20th   and   21st   century  
concept,   however   he   insists   that   you   cannot   read   the   Bible   without   finding   examples   of   leadership,   both  
good   and   bad.   I   won't   detail   any   more   of   the   talk   here,   but   it   was   quite   good.   Following   this,   his   wife   Helen  
followed   with   a   talk   on   clergy   spouses,   which   was   outstanding.   Bp   Clarke   and   his   wife   will   be   with   us   for  
about   five   days.  
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Monday,   September   23  
9/23   A.L.I.   update   from   Fr   John...  
Beginning   to   near   the   end   here,   and   I'm   not   gonna   wish   a   second   away,  
but   I   am   excited   to   see   my   (4)   girls   Thursday   night!   
 
Stretched   over   the   last   four   days   have   been   three   talks   by   Chris  
Hancock.    Chris   is   an   academic   priest   from   the   UK,   but   he   has   become  
high-level   analyst   of   geopolitical   problems   particularly   for   the   UK   and   US  
regarding   situations   in   the   Eastern   half   of   the   globe.    For   example,   he  
was   involved   in   the   US's   recent   dealings   with   N   Korea,   and   is   next  
moving   on   to   assisting   with   the   dire   situation   in   Burma   (Myanmar).    In  
fact,   last   night   over   dinner   a   few   of   us   enjoyed   a   conversation   with   Chris  
about   the   role   he   played   in   the   North   Korean   situation,   as   well   as   his  
perspective   on   China-HongKong,   Syria,   Russia,   and   the   geopolitical  
plusses   &   minuses   of   the   Trump   administration,   which   was   downright  
riveting.    And   all   of   this   makes   it   even   more   remarkable   how   this   man  
teaches   the   Bible,   with   a   depth   that   I'm   honestly   not  
confident   I've   encountered   before.    And   I   would   try   to   share  
about   what   he   taught   here,   except   that   it   might   preclude   me  
from   stealing   it   and   teaching   it   to   you   at   a   later   date   (giving  
credit,   of   course),   and   I   really   couldn't   do   it   justice.    I'll   just  
say   it   was   on   Acts   20.   
 
By   Saturday   the   weather   had   warmed   back   up,   so   we   went  
to   State   Beach,   which   is   actually   where   the   movie   Jaws   was  
shot.    And   many   of   us   went   swimming   (reminding   ourselves  
that   Jaws   was   just   a   movie).    So   no   sharks,   but   we   did   have  
a   horseshoe   crab   and   striped   bass   swimming   around   us,   and  
the   water   was   great!    Then,   that   evening   our   two   African  
sisters   made   another   African   meal   for   us   (see   below),   which   was   just  
as   delicious   as   the   first   one   they   made.   
 
Sunday   morning,   Bp   Ken   Clarke   preached   while   Chris   Hancock  
celebrated.    And   we   had   much   of   the   day   off,   so   I   availed   myself   of  
both   the   swimming   hole   and   a   watering   hole.   
 
And   this   morning,   after   Bp   Flavio   led   us   is   Morning   Prayer   and   Chris  
gave   his   final   talk,   we   did   a   case   study   on   "tolerance   and   diversity"  
that   we   were   asked   not   to   post   online,   as   we   used   a   real   life   situation  
here   in   the   US   that   is   of   an   inflammatory   nature.   
 
See   you   soon!  
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