
Monday,   September   16  
9/16   update   from   A.L.I.   by   Fr   John...  
 
Today   Morning   Prayer   was   led   by   Daniel,   a   priest   from   Australia.    While   his   Diocese   and   a   few   others   in  
the   Anglican   Church   of   Australia   remain   orthodox,   led   by   the   Diocese   of   Sydney,   the   rest   of   the   Church   is  
preparing   to   push   through   a   liturgy   for   blessing   same-sex   marriages   in   the   next   year.    So   it   looks   like   the  
orthodox   Dioceses   may   end   up   taking   a   similar   path   as   the   ACNA.   
 
The   rest   of   the   morning   included   the   final   two   presentations   from   Paul   Marshall,   the   expert   on   religious  
freedom.    The   first   talk   was   on   Islam,   and   I   have   included   a   summary   of   it   below,   as   it   us   super   helpful   for  
understanding   the   current   state   of   things.    Then   his   final   talk   was   on   secularism.   
 
The   evening   speak   was   Paul   Glader,   who   is   a   Christian   in   the   field   of   journalism.    He   will   be   doing   a  
second   talk   in   the   morning,   so   I   may   include   more   about   him   then.   
 
Our   afternoon   was   free,   as   those   who   had   never   been   on   a   sailboat   were   given   first   dibs   on   the  
opportunity   to   do   that.    I   tooled   around   some   towns   on   the   island   with   support   staffer   Burwell,   who   was  
aiming   to   get   set   up   to   do   some   surf   fishing   for   striper   bass   when   he   gets   a   day   off.    So   we   met   a   real  
character   named   Doug   in   a   tackle   shop,   but   that's   a   story   for   another   day.  
 
PAUL   MARSHALL’S   THIRD   TALK:   "UNDERSTANDING   CHRISTIAN-MUSLIM   CONFLICT"  
So   in   this   talk   Marshall   wanted   to   give   some   understanding   as   to   how   Islam   got   to   where   it   is   today  
(globally),   as   he   observed   that   Americans   often   think   history   is   something   we   can   put   behind   us,   but   most  
of   the   rest   of   the   world   -   especially   the   Muslim  
world   -   is   very   different.    Though   he   said  
half-jokingly   that   what   Muslims   know   of   history  
is   "generally   wrong".     But   there   a   version   of  
history   lies   close   to   the   heart   and   gives   rise   to  
Islam’s   present-day   ideology,   emotion   and  
ambition.  
 
Muhammad   (571-632   AD)   was   successful   as   a  
religious   teacher,   as   a   political   leader,   and   as   a  
military   leader.   He   promised   his   followers  
similar   success.   They   expected   to   be  
victorious,   and   to   keep   on   being   victorious.  
Well,   as   the   three   maps    -   622-750,   1100,   &  
1500   -   show,   for   a   thousand   years,   Mohammed’s   promise   and   expectation   of   victory   turned   out   to   be  
correct   as    Islam   expanded   that   time   with   remarkable   success.    And   because   for   Muslims   world   history   is  
consistent   with   sacred   history,   they   interpreted   this   worldly   success   as   affirming   the   truth   of   their   religion.  
[Side   note:   though   in   the   last   century   a   lot   has   been   made   of   the   Crusades,   Marshall   says   to   the   Muslims  
this   200   year   ordeal   was   not   a   significant   blip.]   
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So   by   1500   Islam   stretched   across   Europe,  
Asia,   and   Africa.    It   stood   at   the   crossroads   of  
the   continents   and   controlled   world   trade.  
And   in   comparison,   the   Christian   world   was  
poor   and   barbaric.    So   in   a   real   sense,   Islam  
had   come   to   rule   the   world.  
 
But   after   1500   things   began   to   change.    Islam  
began   winning   a   lower   %   of   battles   and   losing  
ground.    And   the   most   significant   turning   point  
was   on   September   11,   1683.    This   was   the  
high-water   mark   of   Islamic   expansion.   The  
following   day,   combined   European   forces  
defeated   the   Ottoman   Turks   at   the   second  
siege   of   Vienna.    And   from   then   on,   Islam   slowly   began   being   pushed   back.    European   discovery   began   to  
reach   around   the   Horn   of   Africa,   with   the   aim  
trade   in   China   (attempting   to   sail   around   Islam).  
But   then   Europeans   began   to   establish   bases  
in   Muslim   territory   on   African   east   coast,   and  
then   gradually   began   taking   over   there  
(Colonialism),   as   well   as   in   India/Pakistan  
(U.K.),   Indonesia   (Dutch),   &   the   Philippines  
(Spain).  
 
Meanwhile   the   Russians   continued   their  
expansion   from   the   north.    Napoleon  
conquered   Egypt   in   1789,   followed   by   the  
Muslim   areas   of   the   Sahara   desert.    Now,  
infidels   were   overcoming   even   those   who  
spoke   the   language   of   the   Qur’an   itself.  
 
The   final   debacle   came   at   the   beginning   of   the  
20th   century.   In   the   First   World   War,   the  
Ottomans   allied   themselves   with   Germany,   and  
they   shared   in   its   defeat.   When   their   Empire,  
fragile   for   years,   finally   collapsed,   its   remnants  
were   picked   up   by   the   victorious   Europeans  
(France   taking   Lebanon   &   Syria   and   the   British  
taking   Palestine,   Jordan,   Iraq).    And   in   1920  
Turkey   is   taken   over   by   a   secular   ruler   (Ataturk)  
who   abolishes   the   Caliphate   (the   nominal   ruler  
of   all   the   Muslims).    So   by   1925,   more   than   90  
percent   of   Muslims   lived   under   European   and,  
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to   them,   Christian   and   infidel,   rule.    the   only   remnants   from   the   dominant   Muslim   world   empires   of   scarcely  
two   centuries   before   were   Afghanistan   and   Saudi   Arabia   (the   former   being   populated   by   warring   tribes  
and   was   remote,   poverty   stricken,   and   isolated).  
 
And   then   when   the   U.S.   helped   Saudi   Arabia   (and   Kuwait)   fend   off   Sadaam   Hussein,   for   extremist  
Muslims   considered   this   was   the   latest   and   greatest   aggression.    As   Osama   bin   Laden   would   say   in   his  
first   videotape   after   9/11:“Now   infidels   walk   on   the   land   where   Muhammad   was   born   and   where   the   Qur’an  
was   revealed.”  
 
So   Islam   had   experienced   1,000   years   of   stunning   success   followed   by   300   years   of   crushing   failure.    And  
the   two   dominant   explanations   for   this   are  
1-   from   the   perspective   of   many   outsiders:   the   Muslim   refusal   to   learn   from   others   (Islam   had   been   a  
closed   and   ossified   society   since   1300)  
2-   from   the   perspective   of   many   Muslims:   they   stopped   being   good   Muslims;   that   most   Muslims,   especially  
Muslim   leaders,   have   forsaken   true   Islam   by   becoming   corrupt   and   impious,   refusing   to   follow   the  
teachings   of   the   Prophet,   and   copying   the   ways   of   unbelievers  
 
Hence,   they   see   the   only   solution   to   their  
problems   is   to   restore   the   Caliphate   and   return  
to   the   purity   of   the   faith   as   some   think   it   existed  
during   the   life   of   Muhammad   and   his   immediate  
followers.   The   model   should   be   Islam   as   it   was  
thought   to   have   been   lived   in   the   seventh  
century.   This   is   ISIS’   dream.   (Note   the  
similarities   between   the   ISIS   map   of   the   ideal  
caliphate   and   the   map   of   Islamdom   in   1500.)  
 
As   an   addendum,   I   asked   about   the   distinction  
between   Sunni   &   Shiite   (or   Shia),   and   Marshall  
explained   that   the   division   traces   to   a   dispute  
over   who   should   takes   over   as   ruler   after  
Mohammed   died.    Some   thought   it   should   be   someone   from   Mohammed’s   family   line,   while   others  
thought   the   new   leader   should   be   chosen   from   among   Muslim   leaders.    This   wasn’t   a   problem   for   first   3-4  
caliphs   after   Mohammed,   as   both   sides   favored   the   same   successor.    But   after   that   one   group   (Shiite)  
wanted   Ali,   who   was   from   the   Mohammed’s   family   (Shiite),   but   the   others   (Sunni)   wanted   someone   else.  
And   what   began   as   political   division,   became   theological   as   well   over   time.   
 
Today   Shiite   (concentrated   in   Iran,   some   Iraq,   Syria,   Lebanon)   is   only   10%   of   Muslims.    Radicalization  
against   West   is   in   both   Sunni   and   Shiite.    Iran   sponsors   more   terrorism,   but   ISIS   and   Al-qaeda   are   Sunnis.  
And   Shiite   is   the   #1   enemy   of   ISIS.  
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