
 

 

Some explanation of the icon on the front of the bulletin… 

 Christ’s cape/robe is flowing upward, this symbolizes his radical descent to the dead to save those who have died in the 
flesh. 

 The golden bars by his feet are the gates of Hades, which he has broken and torn apart.  There are keys floating in the 
abyss below, which symbolizes that he has conquered both death and Hades. 

 The skeletal figure who is chained up is Death.    

 The two figures whom Christ has grasped and is pulling from tombs are Adam and Eve.  This also foreshadows the 
general resurrection of the body before the Final Judgment. 

 To the left, we see three characters:  David and Solomon, two of Jesus’ ancestors according to his fleshly nature.  We also 
see, closest to him, John the Baptizer, who was his forerunner in both life and death. 

 The figures on the right vary from icon to icon, but usually represent Old Testament prophets and saints such as Moses, 
Abel as a shepherd, and the three youths who were thrown into the fiery furnace (Daniel 3). 

 The blue shape around Christ is called the Mandorla (which is Italian for almond, which describes its 
shape).  The Mandorla is the uncreated, eternal light of Christ.  In the writings of the Eastern Orthodox mystics, God is 
often prayerfully experienced as light.  The Mandorla becomes progressively darker as it moves toward its center, which is 
Christ.  If God is represented by light, the Mandorla may seem confusing.  However, those who seek God will find that the 
more they know Him, the less they comprehend Him.  To know God, to experience Him, is to walk in the darkness of His light, 
to enter into the mystery of His presence. 

Adapted from https://www.orthodoxroad.com  

http://iconreader.wordpress.com/2011/01/29/the-mandorla-in-icons-revealing-mystery/

