
 

Worshiping Jesus Christ, Living in His Truth, and Blessing others in His Name. 

  

CREATIVE POSSIBILITIES FOR WORSHIPING & CONNECTING IN-PERSON    

  

August 12, 2020 

  

Brothers & Sisters, 

We are now five months deep into this coronavirus pandemic.  During this time, the vestry and I have 

worked to provide opportunities for our parish to worship remotely and to remain relationally 

connected in virtual or socially-distanced ways.  However, we understand that none of this has 

sufficiently replaced the blessing of being able to gather together each week unencumbered by the 

limitations COVID-19.  I know all of us eagerly wait for that day to come!  

We also recognize that some of our parishioners have been more affected by these changes than others, 

for a variety of reasons.  While worshipping remotely may feel like no-big-deal or even a convenience 

to some, others have found it to be much more difficult to worship or feel connected to the body of 

Christ during this time.  

 
 

The Spiritual Impact of COVID-19 

At the end of June, a study was released by the Barna Group (a research firm that studies the religious 

beliefs and behavior of Americans) on the “New Sunday Morning”.  The study revealed that while 96% 

of churches have been streaming their worship services online during the pandemic, nearly half of 

churched adults (48%) reported they had not streamed an online service in the last month.  And of 

those who had attended via livestream, 15 percent reported being inclined to multitask during the live 

stream, while only 40 percent felt comfortable singing along with worship from their home.   

Opportunities for believers to connect relationally, with either other parishioners and with their pastor 

have also diminished for parishioners during the pandemic, as opportunities to serve together or for a 

chat with the pastor after worship are no longer a possibility for most.  Only 30 percent of practicing 

Christians reported they’d had contact with their church leader within the last month.  But as much as 

live streaming Church or Remote Life Groups may understandably not “feel the same” for any of us, 

the data shows it is still worth the effort and makes a difference for both our spiritual and emotional 

well being (see footnote for stats).   

These statistics did not come as a surprise to me or the vestry; and while some of the numbers may not 

be an exact reflection of our Parish, they’re probably not too far off.  So now that the summer spike in 

COVID cases has caused state officials to pull-back on allowing public worship, the vestry and I have 



 

been exploring some creative possibilities for facilitating in-person worship and greater relational 

connection among our parishioners while still keeping people safe and abiding by the government’s 

guidelines.  These possibilities are described below.  So we invite you to read about them before filling 

out the survey at the link below.      

   

POSSIBILITY A: CREATIVE ATTENDANCE at our 10am Sunday Worship Service  

1) Once our audio/video upgrades are completed this week, each Sunday worship service should only 

require that 6-7 people be present in a service capacity for us to be able to live stream the service.  But 

this leaves the possibility for us to accommodate 3-4 more parishioners attending in the church each 

Sunday without exceeding our ten-person limit.   

2) There is also the possibility for even more people to attend the service outdoors in the courtyard, 

with the side door open and a PA speaker relaying the sound.  

3)  Finally, our cry room allows for us to accommodate a household that includes a person at high risk 

or who has compromised immunity without counting against our ten-person limit.  

In each of these situations, parishioners would be invited to make a reservation to attend.  And though 

they would be required to wear a mask, singing would be allowed.   
 

POSSIBILITY B: AN IN-PERSON EVENING EUCHARIST THE FINAL SUNDAY OF THE 

MONTH 

Many parishioners have gotten used to our routine of having Drive-thru Holy Communion on the final 

Sunday of each month.  But we also understand that some haven’t been able to participate in this due to 

various factors, such as the timing, temperature, or living at a long distance.  To mitigate this, we have 

considered holding an outdoor worship service on 

that same Sunday in the early evening.  This service 

would include the same sermon as Sunday morning 

and the full eucharist liturgy, but without 

singing.  As shown on the diagram, this would be 

held in our classroom courtyard, as that setting 

would allow for outdoor seating that is socially 

distanced with masks as well as four indoor “box 

seats” behind windows where parishioners could 

remove their mask once they are seated.   

 
 

POSSIBILITY C: Small-Group Coffee Hour events with Fr John and a few others in the 

courtyard   

A final opportunity for greater relational connection could be outdoor get-togethers with Fr John and 2-

3 other households or individuals from the parish in the courtyard.  These one-time events would be a 



 

social and spiritual opportunity to catch up & connect with me and others, which I could organize at 

different times, including weekdays or weekends, days or evenings.   

PLEASE FILL OUT OUR SURVEY! 

We hope you will consider filling out the survey at the link below by this Sunday, August 16, to let us 

know if any of these possibilities would be of interest to you.   Depending on the responses we receive, 

we may try some of the possibilities listed above, none of them, or all of them.  Our last survey in June 

returned 46 surveys completed in just one week, representing 70 individuals from the parish.  And we 

hope to receive just as many this time around, to help us discern where the energy we expend has the 

greatest possibility to be a blessing to you.  

Survey link: https://forms.gle/hwzWuSpmxpcSuzHCA or saintmatthiasoakdale.com/survey 

 

In Christ, 

Fr John+ 
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