
 

Saturday,   September   14  
9/14   update   from   A.L.I.   by   Fr   John…  
 
So   other   than   an   afternoon   cornhole   tournament,   today   was   all  
about   POVERTY   and   how   most   of   the   time   when   we   think   we  
are   helping   the   poor   in   other   countries   (other   than   emergency  
aid   in   the   immediate   week   or   two   after   a   natural   disaster),   we  
are   likely   making   the   situation   worse   and   making   it   more   likely  
that   poverty   will   continue.   
 
Stop   what   you're   doing   and   go   check   out   the   movie   we   watched  
today   called   “Poverty,   Inc.",   which   is   $2.99   to   rent   on   Amazon   or   free  
for   prime   members.    It   will   BLOW   YOUR   MIND...   as   it   covers   how  
much   well-meaning   charity   actually   harms   developing   countries   by  
engaging   them   with   a   paternalistic   mindset   and   how   the   global   poverty  
industry   is   big   business   for   many   involved.    The   documentary   covers  
NGOs,   Toms   Shoes,   Bono,   and   some   inconvenient   truths   about  
western   adoptions   from   orphanages   (e.g.   of   the   30,000   Haitian   children  
adopted   from   'orphanages'   each   year,   only   20%   are   actually   orphans).   
 
Also   joining   us   today   were   two   gentleman   from   the   Acton   Group,   which  
is   a   ThinkTank   for   dealing   with   poverty.    One   of   them,   Victor   Claar,   is   a  
Christian   professor   of   Economics   at   Florida   Gulf   Coast   University.    This  
morning   he   spoke   about...  

❏ the   recent   history   of   economic   growth   (200   years   ago   most   all   of  
the   world,   including   America,   was   in   "extreme   global   poverty",  
but   in   the   last   25   years   alone   1   billion   people   have   risen   out   of  
this   category.    In   other   words,   rapid  
progress   had   been   made   in   global  
economic   development,   and   it   is  
certainly   possible   that   this   can  
continue   (global   economics   are   not  
a   zero-sum   game;   quite   the  
opposite   actually).   

❏ what   preconditions   are   needed   for  
economic   growth   (most   of   which  
ends   up   being   covered   in   the   movie  
above)  

❏ and   that   government   policy   alone  
cannot   make   an   economy   rich.   
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In   the   evening   we   heard   a   talk   from   the   other   presenter   on   "Benevolent   Harm",   which   is   when  
well-meaning   people   think   they   are   helping   the   poor,   but   they   are   actually   doing   the   opposite.    Some  
surprising   examples   of   causes   of   Benevelent   Harm   include...  

● often   International   foreign   aid  
● fair   trade   coffee   👈  
● missions   trips?  

 
So   then   Claar   did   a   talk   on   Fair   Trade   Coffee,   which   he   has   written   a  
short   book   on   (pictured).    To   summarize   about   an   hour-long  
presentation,   he   demonstrated   how   buying   Fair   Trade   coffee   is  
basically   an   extremely   inefficient   form   of   charity.    (The   jury   is   also   still  
out   on   the   newer   "direct   trade   coffee"   approach.)    So   his  
recommendation   is   to   instead   buy   good   coffee   you   like   at   a   price  
point   that   meets   your   budget   price   point.    And   to   reward   good  
(tasting)   coffee   contributes   to   the   dignity   of   whomever   is   making   it.   
 
Lastly,   our   dinner   tonight   was   an   amazing   African   meal,   made   with  
love   by   our   two   African   sisters,   Rose   &   Josphine.    In   the   picture   you'll  
see   a   sort   of   fried   bread,   some   vegetable   dish,   and   a   lentil   soup.   
 
I   pray   you   all   will   have   a   blessed   time   of   worship   tomorrow!  
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Sunday,   September   15   (follow-up   to   previous   day’s   post)  

 
I   asked   your   question   of   the   Acton   guys....  
 
BEYOND   OUR   CONTROL  
As   far   international   poverty,   the   most   needed   changes   that   would   make   the   greatest   impact   are   beyond  
the   capacity   of   churches,   because   they   would   be   to   decrease   corruption   in   those   local   governments   and  
increase   access   to   free   trade.   Claar   indicates   that   the   so-called   "Free   Trade   Agreements"   are   what   is  
most   damaging.   He   said   something   like   NAFTA   should   be   one   page   long,   but   it   is   much,   much   longer  
because   it   is   filled   with   carve-outs   and   exceptions   to   protect   the   already   rich.   So,   for   example,   only  
American-produced   sugar   can   be   sold   in   the   U.S.,   where   if   Brazilian   coffee   growers   had   access   to   the  
American   sugar   market,   many   would   certainly   grow   sugar   instead   of   coffee   (a   much   more   volatile  
crop/commodity).   Or   another   example   of   a   crop   not   allowed   to   be   sold   in   the   U.S.   is   Brazilian   oranges.   In  
these   instances,   the   restrictions   on   global   trade   suppress   the   Brazilian   economy.  
 
So   what   can   a   church   or   individual   Christian   do?  
 
BOOKS  

❖ Well,   to   educate   oneself   the   guys   suggest   two  
books:   For   a   church   to   understand   how   they   may  
be   hurting   those   they   help   and   how   to   reverse   it,  
the   guys   suggest   the   book   Toxic   Charity   by  
Robert   Lupton   (avail   on   Amazon   or   Hoopla).  

❖ For   someone   who   is   actively   involved   in   helping  
people,   they   suggest   "When   Helping   Hurts"   by  
Steve   Corbett.  

 
NON-GOVERNMENTAL   ORGANIZATIONS  
As   far   as   where   to   give   our   money   and/or   support,   Andrew   said   there   is   "no   perfect   NGO"   but   he  
recommends   Compassion   International,   which   invests   in   education,   training,   and   the   hearts   of   the   poor.  
Also,   if   you   watch   the   "Poverty,   Inc."   film   they   mention   how   the   combination   of   micro-loans   and   foreign   aid  
have   actually   left   a   hole   in   the   middle   class,   which   perpetuates   poverty.   So   medium-sized   loans   are   what  
is   most   needed   to   work   toward   the   development   of   a   middle   class   in   these   countries.  
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➔ Arrow   Global   Capital   specializes   in   these   medium   sized  

loans   (    arrowglobalcapital.org    )  
➔ Also,   Hope   International   does   micro-loans   but   also  

works   to   establish   savings   groups   where   25-30   local  
people   in   an   impoverished   country   can   pool   their   money,  
which   creates   capital   and   accountability   for   loans   
(    hopeinternational.org    )  

➔ Partners   Worldwide   goes   into   these   countries   and  
provides   business   training   (on   business   models   +  
understanding   supply   chains),   which   helps   build   up   the   middle   sector   (    partnersworldwide.org    )  

 
RETHINKING   MISSION   TRIPS  
They   also   suggested   Churches   need   to   drastically   change   their   approach   to   mission   trips.   We   feel  
compelled   to   "do   stuff"   for   people   on   these   trips,   but   it   is   just   not   helpful   and   may   be   taking   away   jobs   from  
locals.   And   if   we're   honest,   these   usually   benefit   those   going   on   the   trips   more   than   the   people   they   are  
going   to   serve.   But   studies   have   shown   that,   when   a   Westerner   returns   from   a   mission   trip,   within   six  
weeks   their   revert   to   the   same   ideas   and   approaches   to   life   they   had   prior   to   the   trip.   Andrew   suggested  
churches   get   rid   of   the   (narcissistic)   language   around   mission   trips   of   going   to   save   the   world   in   a   week,  
and   instead   have   "Vision   Trips"   where   churches   go   to   listen   and   learn.  
 
CONFRONT   OUR   PATERNALISM  
One   of   the   realities   the   past   day   has   confronted   me   with   is   that   in   the   U.S.   we   have   been   immersed   in   a  
paternalistic   mentality   toward   the   impoverished   (particularly   in   other   countries)   to   such   an   extent   that   we  
don't   even   recognize   its   harmfulness;   though   we   may   not   be   racist   we   have   been   trained   to   think   these  
people   are   less   than   us   and   therefore   cannot   help   themselves.   This   paternalism   causes   us   to   imagine  
them   as   objects   of   our   charity   instead   subjects   of   their   own   story   out   of   poverty.  
 
DOMESTICALLY  
Domestically,   paternalism   can   be   just   as   big   of   a   problem   in   how   churches   or   Christians   imagine   helping  
the   poor.   One   example   Andrew   mentioned   was   a   Church   collecting   Christmas   gifts   to   provide   for   poor  
parents   to   pass   onto   their   children.   He   mentioned   an   instance   of   this   where   almost   no   fathers   would   show  
up   and   accept   such   help,   because   of   embarrassment/shame.   Andrew   suggested   even   having   people   pay  
a   little   might   be   a   better   approach   -   even   if   it   feels   counter-intuitive   -   because   it   at   least   affirms   the   parents'  
dignity.  
 
Free   handouts   of   food,   etc.   to   the   poor   may   also   be   paternalistic/enabling.   He   suggested   something   like   a  
food   co-op   could   be   better.   Although,   he   acknowledged   we   are   inclined   toward   a   paternalistic   approach  
toward   the   poor   because   it's   just   so   much   easier   and   cleaner   to   try   to   help   people   in   this   way   (and   gives  
us   the   feeling   we're   helping,   which   may   be   a   motivating   factor).   One   counter   I   had   to   this   criticism   of  
domestic   paternalism   was   the   question   of   how   to   help   the   domestic   homeless   who   don't   want   to   get   off   the  
street   or   are   mentally   ill?   Can   we   do   anything   for   them   but   paternalism?   And   can   that   paternalism   still  
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have   value?   And   Andrew   agreed   that   it   is   really   difficult   and   he   doesn't   have   all   the   answers.   He   also  
suggested   erring   on   the   side   of   generosity.   Two   final   resources   Andrew   recommended   were   the   Acton  
Group's   Poverty   Cure   DVD   and   their   toolkit   for   Rethinking   Missions,   which   I   will   be   bringing   back   copies  
of.    https://shop.acton.org/.../povertycure-global-edition-dvd-1  
https://shop.acton.org/.../products/rethink-missions-toolkit  
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