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Christianity 101  
Week 4 

(revised 07/15/17) 

 

 

Two Questions from last week 

1. Write down your biggest takeaway from 
Class One.  This could be something that 

was new to you, something that  
fascinates you, or just something you’d 

like to know more about. 

2. As you reflect on Class One, write down if 
you have any question that remains  

unanswered.   

 

BAPTISM & CONVERSION 

 

Outline of topics... 

THE CHRISTIAN SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

WHAT IS BAPTISM? 

FAITH NECESSARY 

CONVERSION 

COMMUNION WITH GOD 

WASHING 

BAPTISM MARKS US AS NEW CREATIONS 

REPENTANCE 

BAPTISM MARKS OUR RECEPTION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT  

BAPTISM MARKS OUR INITIATION INTO CHURCH 

BAPTISM TEACHES US AND REMINDS US ABOUT OUR NEW LIFE 

BAPTISM & INFANTS 

 INFANT BAPTISM & THE RELATION OF BAPTISM AND FAITH 

 INFANT BAPTISM & CONFIRMATION 

 BAPTISM AND INFANT DEATH  

 WHEN IS INFANT BAPTISM APPROPRIATE? 

            INFANT BAPTISM FROM A COVENANT THEOLOGY PERSPECTIVE 
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THE CHRISTIAN SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

 

SACRAMENT: “AN OUTWARD AND VISIBLE SIGN OF AN INWARD AND SPIRITUAL 

GRACE”  

 

Sacraments ordained of Christ be not only badges or tokens of 
Christian men's profession, but rather they be certain sure wit-

nesses, and effectual signs of grace, and God's good will towards 
us, by which he doth work invisibly in us, and doth not only 

quicken, but also strengthen and confirm our Faith in him.  (#25 
of the 39 Articles) 

 

SACRAMENTS DON’T SAVE, FAITH DOES  

 

And Jesus said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the 
good news to the whole creation. The one who believes and is 

baptized will be saved; but the one who does not believe will be 

condemned.”  - Mark 16:15-16 
 

THE LORD’S COMMAND  

 

Jesus said, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, bap-
tizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit...”   - Matthew 28:19 
 

 
WHAT IS BAPTISM? 

 

 WATER AND WORDS 

  

 

 A SIGN THAT CARRIES A MESSAGE 

 

 

 THE MESSAGE   

 

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have 

been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we 

too might walk in newness of life.... So you also must consider 
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.    

- Romans 6:3-4,11 
 

 
FAITH NECESSARY 
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For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not 
your own doing; it is the gift of God— not the result of works, so 

that no one may boast.  - Ephesians 2:8-9 
 
 BAPTISM ANALOGOUS TO QUEEN’S CORONATION  

  

 

 

 BAPTISM NOT PROOF OF SALVATION 

 

 

 

 A VISIBLE CONFIRMATION OF PROMISE 

  

 

 

CONVERSION  

 

 

 CONVERSION A UNIVERSAL REQUIREMENT OF CHRISTIANITY 

 

 

 

 DON’T PIGEONHOLE WHAT CONVERSION LOOKS LIKE 

 

 

 

 ELEMENTS OF CONVERSION 

 

  1) CONFESSION OF NEED & SELF-HUMBLING 

 

“God, be merciful to me, a sinner!”  - Luke 18:13 

 
Jesus said, “...for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but 

all who humble themselves will be exalted.”  - Luke 18:14 
 
  2) TURNING TO JESUS HIMSELF & WELCOMING HIS REIGN 

 

 

 

  3) SEEKING TO BE OBEDIENT 

 

 

GIFT OF BAPTISM = COMMUNION WITH GOD 

  

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No 

one comes to the Father except through me.”  - John 14:6 
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 BAPTIZED IN THE NAME OF THE TRINITY    

 

 

WASHING 

 

 THE NEED FOR WASHING 

 

Jesus said to Peter, “If I do not wash you, you are not in fellowship 
with me.”  - John 3:18 

 

 GOD DOES THE WASHING 

 

  CANCELING OUR GUILT BY FORGIVENESS 

 
...the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.   

- 1 John 1:7 
 

  BREAKING SIN’S DOMINION IN OUR LIVES 

 

...how much more will the blood of Christ... purify our conscience 

from dead works to serve the living God.   
- Hebrews 9:14 

 
 

BAPTISM MARKS US AS NEW CREATIONS 

 

So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old 

has passed away; see, everything has become new!  - 2 Corinthi-
ans 5:17 

 

 “But I’m a Christian and I still sin” 

 

 

BAPTISM IS SUBMITTING TO CHRIST CHANGING US    

 

 

 

REPENTANCE 

 

 REPENTANCE IS NOT MERELY REGRET 

 

 REPENTANCE REQUIRES GRACE 

  

Jesus said to the disciples, “Children, how hard it is to enter the 

kingdom of God!” ... Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals 

it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible.”  
- Mark 10:24-27 
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BAPTISM MARKS OUR RECEPTION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT & OUR INITIATION INTO THE CHURCH 

 

BAPTISM MARKS OUR RECEPTION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

 

“At what point does the Holy Spirit come to dwell in someone?” 

 

Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you 

will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”  - Acts 2:38 
 

BAPTISM MARKS OUR INITIATION INTO CHURCH 
 

For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or 

Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one 

Spirit.  - 1 Corinthians 12:13 
 

 

 A NEW SOCIETY  

 

 

 INVOLVEMENT IN BODY OF CHRIST NORMATIVE FOR BAPTIZED 

 

 

 ETHICS OF THE BODY 

 

...for we are members of one another.  - Ephesians 4:25 
  

  VALUE ONE ANOTHER 

 

There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, 
there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ 

Jesus.  - Galatians 3:28 
 
 SERVE ONE ANOTHER 

 

But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into 
him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, 

joined and knitted together by every ligament with which it is 
equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body’s 

growth in building itself up in love.  - Ephesians 4:15-16 
 

BAPTISM TEACHES US AND REMINDS US ABOUT OUR NEW LIFE 
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BAPTISM & INFANTS 

 

 CHRISTIAN DIVISION 

 

 SCRIPTURE NEITHER COMMANDS NOR FORBIDS INFANT BAPTISM 

 

 

 STRONG EVIDENCE APOSTLES PERFORMED INFANT BAPTISM 

 

‘At the same hour of the night (the jailer) took them and washed 

their wounds; then he and his entire family were baptized without 
delay.  - Acts 16:33 

 

 

 INFANT BAPTISM & THE RELATION OF BAPTISM AND FAITH 

 “Can infants have faith?” 

 

  YES & NO 

 
   NO: NOT FULL FAITH: INFANTS CANNOT ACKNOWLEDGE THE TRUTH OF  

   GOSPEL & PROCLAIM JESUS AS LORD 

 
   YES: INFANTS CAN BELONG TO CHRIST &  RELATE TO HIM THROUGH LIFE  

   IN THE CHURCH 

 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not stop 
them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven be-

longs.”  - Matthew 19:14 
 
 
 
 INFANT BAPTISM & CONFIRMATION 

 

 

  INFANT BAPTISM DEMANDS ADULT CONVERSION 

 

 

 

 OPPOSITION ROOTED IN OUTRAGE AT INDISCRIMINATE INFANT BAPTISMS 

 

 

  INDISCRIMINATE INFANT BAPTISM CAN BE A HINDRANCE TO SAVING FAITH 

 
 
 

 BAPTISM AND INFANT DEATH 

 
  FEAR OF INFANT DAMNATION CAN BE TRACED TO ST. AUGUSTINE 
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"...let no one promise for the case of unbaptized infants some 
middle place, as it were, between damnation and the kingdom of 

heaven, of rest and happiness... for this is what the heresy of 
Pelagius promsies them“  -St Augustine  

 

 

  INFANT DAMNATION INCONSISTENT WITH SCRIPTURAL WITNESS 

 
“Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also 

will acknowledge before my Father in heaven; but whoever denies 

me before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven.”  - 
Matthew 10:32-33 

 
 
 APPROPRIATENESS OF INFANT BAPTISM 

 “When is infant baptism appropriate?” 

 

  WHEN THERE IS A REASONABLE EXPECTATION OF ACTIVE LIFE IN THE CHURCH 

 
 

  IT TAKES ACTIVELY BELIEVING PARENTS TO RAISE ACTIVELY BELIEVING   

  CHILDREN 

 

INFANT BAPTISM FROM A COVENANT THEOLOGY PERSPECTIVE 

 

"Baptism isn't primarily a way for us to show our faith and devo-

tion. As with worship more generally, God is the agent here. 
Baptism is a sacrament precisely because it is a means of grace, 

a way that God's gracious initiative marks and seals us.  It is the 
sign that God is a covenant-keeping Lord who fulfills his prom-

ises even when we don’t. This is why, since the time of the earl 
church, households have been baptized (Acts 16:33, 1cor 1:16), 

and it is why, historically in ‘catholic’ Christianity, believing par-
ents present their children for baptism.  Baptism is not a bot-

tom-up expression of our faith but a top-down symbol of God’s 
gracious promises.  He chose us before we could believe; he 

loves before we even know how.  Baptism signals our initiation 
into a people…”               -James K.A. Smith   
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http://www.bible-history.com/new-testament/pauls-first-missionary-journey.gif 
 

 
http://www.bible-history.com/new-testament/pauls-second-missionary-journey.gif 

http://www.bible-history.com/new-testament/pauls-first-missionary-journey.gif
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http://www.bible-history.com/new-testament/pauls-third-missionary-journey.gif 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bible-history.com/new-testament/pauls-third-missionary-journey.gif
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